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Councilman clarifies
cooked books remark

By Tawny Maya McCray

STAFF WRITER

Early Wednesday morning
Councilman John McCann re-
leased a statement to The Star-
Newsin response to comments he
made to the voiceofsandiegoabout
a former city manager “cooking
the books."

The one paragraph statement
read:

“During the June 2007 budget
meeting [ was on record as being
concerned about the city's rev-
enue forecasts being too rosy. Af-
ter the budget was passed, which

was supposed to be balanced, we
found out that we had a §7 million
shortfall in revenue, That was my
concern.”

Asked to elaborate, McCann
said, “I don’t comment on confi-
dential, off-the-record comments.”

On Dec. 20, 2007, McCann was

quoted in an article by voiceof-

sandiego columnist Scott Lewis
saying, “I don’t know how I can
eloquently say this but, off the
record, the former city manager
was cooking the books.”

When Lewis informed the
councilman that he hadn't agreed
to go off the record and was cquot-

ing him, McCann said he had to
get to a meeting and hung up the
phone, Lewis reported.

Former Chula Vista City Man-
ager Dave Rowlands was asked at
the time what he thought of Mc-
Cann's comments.

“It's not true, number one,” he
said. “People who know me and
people who know McCann know
the truth. It's really simple, His al-
legations are totally false.”

In the Jan. 4 issue of The Star-
News, Councilman Rudy Ramirez
said he felt McCann should ad-

SEE MCCANN, PAGE 2

WEEKLY NEWSLINE

STATE ROUTE 125, p. 3
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Katz, asked US. District Court
Judge John Houston for a lesser
sentence, saying this was his
first offense. Katz said Wisda
had no interest in children and
was not a pedophile, something
the prosecutor agreed with.
There were noallegations he had
ever acted on any fantasy involv-
ing children. -

Perry said in court documents
that Wisda was addicted to child .
pornography. Both she and the
probation department recom-
mended a 46-month term. The
maxxmum was 10 years. :

Wisda pleaded guilty to pos-
sessnon of a child pornography
and was sentenced-Nov. 13. The
judge allowed him to remain free

.- OVer- the Thanksgiving, Christ-

mas;arid New. Year's holidays and
‘he ordered him tosurrender Jan.
'4:The senténce imposed needs
‘to be sngmflcant enough so that -
- Mr’ Wisda will not be ever agam :
‘tempted, said Perry: = = .

1,gmother whether it wastore:
tract, hls statement or. defend

"He shouldn t make an mﬂam- i

2 matory statement unless he can

+ back it up,” Ramirez said then.
1,"If there was somethmg improp-
‘eror illegal going on we need to
~. get to the bottom of it.”
-In. the 'same issue- Mayor
Cheryl Cox was quoted as say-
;2 ing-*If he has information that
“needs to be shared then he'll

S B sharext.

*;The "councilman recently

|2 wrotea letter to The Star-News

';'demandmg a retraction of i inac-
“lcuraté statements.

- Editor Carlos Davalos said
i that in absence of any evidence

;' of inaccuracies, the -newspaper

. would not retract the story. .
““We're happy. Councilman Mc-

t»f_Cann has chosen to finally ad-

- 'dress the issue and are always
happy to addresss any concerns

- he has withour reportmg. " Dava-
16s said. oL
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EDITOR

- CONTINUED FROM PAGE 8 ‘

tion and who sees what,
In his letter the councilman
writes that McCray and I made

- inaccurate statements. But
when pressed he wouldn't tellus

what those statements were. At
least, not on the record. -

In his letter, the councilman )

_also contends that McCray
“failed to show™ for scheduled

meetings. This is an area that -

quickly escalates into rounds of

“he said, she said” and very little -

can be resolved when people

- have two absolutely conflicting

views of what happened. =
However onthe record, I stand

behind McCray and her report-
ing. In the time that she’s been
" here I've had no reason to doubt
her integrity, accuracy or her

ability to keep her appomt-.

. ments.

~The councilman’s letter | put:,
this paper in the awkward posi--

tion of having to defend itself
and presented for me, an ex-
traordinary cu'cumstance

Like everyone in this commu-
‘nity, Councilman McCann is en-
titled to hlS opinion. He has a

right to voice his displeasure

and he, like everyone else in this

community, is encouraged to

hold this newspaper account-
able.

But at the same time a jour-

. nalistor newspaper should be al-

lowed an opportumty to defend:

U date Your Skl"& 2 i
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* Save You and Your Company Time

 visit www.Haydeedo.com
for a complete list of specialties
“EMAIL: hcydeedo@cox net
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. YOU TRAININ
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1tse1f agamst‘those sorts of as- .

sertions. Espec:ally when credi-
bility is at issue. . :
As a rule of thumb, Journal :
ists, at least the reporters who
work at this paper and with me,

are told to not become a part of -

the story. Sometimes, however,
thereare exceptnons Thisi is one
of those exceptions.

McCann writes that in early
January he spoke with The
Union-Tribuneand “gave them
the opportunity to write the

~story.” Granted, I don’t read the

U-T cover-to-cover every day,

butIdo pay special attention -

to the stories that U-T staffer
Tanya Mannes writes about
Chula Vista. To date, I don't re-
call secing anything with re-
gard to McCann’s December
comments on voiceofsandiego.

.Maybe she didn't think the -
. story was important. But we

did. And here’s why our per-

ception of why. thlS story mat-

tered.
‘A current Chula Vista coun-.

3| cilman was quoted by a news or-

ganization saying he believed

. Chula Vista's books were cooked.

- One of the first questions to
come to mind was, “Wow, did he
really say that?” followed by,

“Well, what did he mean and to

- whom was he refernng"’

LU GET

That same councilman, John
McCann, is in the middle of a
campaign for State Assembly.
He wants to continue his career
in public office. He wants the
public to trust him enough that
they will vote for him zmd put
him in Sacramento. -

Given the current state of

- Chula Vista’s ailing economy,

and the fact the city services
have been reduced or cut and
that people may lose their jobs
and their livelihoods, a remark
about city finances deserves
looking into.

It's not as if McCann said he
saw Elvis Presley singing
karaoke at a Third Avenue bar.
The councilman told columnist
Scott Lewis that Chula Vista's

" books were cooked.

What does that mean?
Well, we've been trying to find
out and until early Wednesday

‘morning McCann hadn’t com-

‘mented.

To his credit, and true to his
word that he gave us Tuesday af-
ternoon, McCann presented The
Star-News with a prepared state-
ment that he said had been
ready for a week. He wrote:

“During theJune 2007 budget
meeting;I was on record as bemg
concerned about the city’s rev-
enue forecasts being too rosy. Af-
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ter the budget was passed,
which was supposed to be bal-
anced, we found out that we had
a $7 million shortfall in revenue.
That was my concern.”

So there you go.

After weeks of seeking clari-
fication, that's McCann’s expla-
nationto The Star-Newsof what
he meant when he said the city’s
books were cooked. He called
McCray Wednesday afternoon
and elaborated some more.
Those additional remarks are in
her story today.

Our perception is that pubhc
officials, especially those in
elected office, are supposed to be
accountable for their comments
and actions. They have cam-
paigned and won the public’s
trust and that's a bond that
needs to be revered. .

Our perception is that a news
organization has an obligation to
the people it serves, be they read-
ers of The Star-News, voiceof-
sandiegoor The Union-Tribune.

Our perception is that some-
times you become a part of the
story even though you don’t
want to be, but when it comes to
earning and keeping the public’s

‘trust, sometimes you have to

bend the rules.
Our perception may not be
everyone’'s reality. '

MORE LETTERS

CONTINUED FROM PAGE 9

Apalling behavior -

I was appalled by Cheryl
Cox'sactions at last night's City
Coruncil maatine Whan che



