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Longtime photojournalist Manny Ramirez (second from left) was honored Dec. 28 by Supervisor Greg Cox aide Luis
Monteguido Jr. witha county proclamation recagnizing Ramirez’ contribution to the community. Ramirez and his wife
Emilie moved over the New Year's weekend to live in the Philippines.
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Councilman says McCann's statements deserve elaboration

MAYOR: MCCANN WILL
SHARE IF HENEEDS TO

By Tawny Maya McCray

STAFF WRITER

Chula Vista City Councilman

John McCann still hasn’t pub-
licly elaborated on comments he
made to an online news outlet re-
garding Chula Vista's finances
and allegations he made that a
former city manager was “cook-
ing the books,” but at least one
colleague suggested that Mc-
Cann’s statement needs to be

taken seriously.

“There was a lot going on at
City Hall about it after he said
that,” Councilman Rudy Ramir-
ez said, adding that he hasn’t yet
spoken to McCann since the hol-
idays. “It's unusual for someone
to say that”

McCann was quoted on Dec. 20

in an article by voiceofsandiego
columnist Scott Lewis saying, “I
don’t know how I can eloquently
say this but, off the record, the
former city manager was cook-
ing the books.”

When Lewis told him he had-
n't agreed to go off the record
and that he was quoting him Mc-

Cann said he had to get to
meeting and hung up the phor
Ramirez said McCann shou
address the comment one way
another, whether it's to retract
or to substantiate it.
“He shouldn't make an inflar
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matory statement unless he can
back it up.” he said. “If there was
something improper or illegal
going on we need to get to the
bottom of it.”

Mayor Cheryl Cox said “if
(McCann) has information that
needs to be shared then he'll
share it”

After numerous calls to Mc-
Cann over the Christmas and
New Year holidays, McCann re-
turned calls to The Star-News
Wednesday afternoon, but he
said it wasn't a good time for him
to discuss the matter.

“I have meetings all day,” he
said. “Why don't you give me a
call tomorrow in the afternoon.”

The Star-News goes to press
Wednesday evenings.

Mayoer Cheryl Cox said if Councilman
John McCann has information to sub-
stantiate his claim that city finances
were altered, she will wait for his
explanation,
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tors to work within the library
system and tutor students who
have signed up at one of the
participating libraries utilizing
space provided at the library.
The target audience is adult
learners, however, there has
been an opportunity at the Chu-
la Vista Center to have five ele-
mentary students who attend
with their parents. These stu-
dents are studying English at
school and it is reinforced one
evening a week by a Laubach

.
We apr
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tutor. Ross, center director for
East County Laubach Literacy
Centers, noted that about a year
ago, the County Library Sys-
tem approached them to train
tutors and provide ESL pro-
grams in County libraries. Cur-
rently, such programs are oper-
ating in Bonita, Descanso, Lake-
side, Ramona and Vista with 20
Laubach tutors serving more
than 50 adult learners. Pro-
grams should start soon at li-
braries in Casa de Oro and
Poway.

For further information on_

the tutoring training program
in February, contact Reynolds
at (619) 427-4567.
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Long time Chula Vista resi-
dent and storyteller Steven Gre-
gory and his musician wife
Reiko Obata have been telling
multicultural musical folktales
for years at schools, libraries and
multicultural fairs. This year
Gregory decided to put one of
those tales in book form and pub-
lished The Lion's Drum this
past October.

“There is a lack of good
tellable tales out there from all
over the world,” he said, “and
there aren’t enough stories that
made it over here from Africa”

Gregory’s 32-page colorfully
illustrated book tells the story of
a young African hunter named
Ajani who discovers a lion play-
ing a magical tree stump deep in
the jungle. When the chief and
people of his village don't believe
him when he tells them what
he’s seen and heard, Ajani sets
out to prove them wiong.

Gregory said the story is im-
portant because it tells the ori-
gin of the most prominent in-
strument in Africa, the drum,
specifically the West African
diembe, which he said is now the
most popular hand drum in the
world

The book’s vibrant colored-
pencil illustrations were done by
his sister-in-law Claudia Obata,
who lives in New York and has
her bachelor'sdegree in art from
UC Berkeley as well as a teach-
ing credential in art from the
California College of Arts and
Crafts.

“She’s always wanted todo cre-
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ative artwork,” Gre,
we took somethis
combined with so
love and are gettin
it out there so othe
people can love i
too.”

Gregory's love fo
writing was fostere
at Palomar Elemer
tary school whe
his third and fourt
grade teacher Mr:
Donahoo so mucl
enjoyed a story h
had written that sh
asked him to read i
aloud to the whol
class.

“She had a cock
atiel in the class
room that we could
finished assign
tests,” he said. “S
wrote a story aboi
atiel escaping
around the classroc
ing the kids. She h:
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