
4. Litigation 

M ost cases are resolved without the need to file a 
Small Claims action, but ifit becomes necessary it 

is critical that the court hear the indi\idual cases in a 
single action. Therefore, all of the community members 
must file together and request a consolidated hearing, 
but each community member will need to prepare their 
own set of documents for filing. The information 
necessary for filing a case in California can be found at 
http://www.courtinfo.ca.gm/selfhelp/smallclaims. The 

"The goal of 
litigation is not 
to win financial 
judgments but 
rather to force 

the property 
owner to take 

corrective 
action to 
address 

neighborhood 
com plai nts." 

filing cost ranges from 
$30-$75 per person. 
depending upon the 
amount each person 
is requesting in 
damages. 

After the cases have 
been filed, a hearing 
date will usuallv be set 
within 30 days. 
Attornevs are not 
allowed to represen t 
either plaintiffs or 
defendan ts. Instead, 
each party is allowed 
to state their case and 
submit evidence to 
the court. Ifpolice 
testimony is necessary 
for the case, plaintiffs 
can pay a subpoena 
fee to summon an 
officer familiar with 

their case. After presentation of evidence, the judge will 
issue his or her ruling within 30 days. All parties are 
notified by mail of the ruling and the damages awarded. 
If a defendant is ordered to pay damages s/he may 
appeal in Superior Court. 

The Neighborhood Safe Streets process has been used 
to sue problem propert)' owners in dozens of cases over 
the past ten years in San Diego County \\~th a high 
success rate. Since each complainant currently can sue 

for up to $7,500, the property owner can face substantial 
financial loss if s/he fails to resolve the issue in a 
satisfactorY way. However, the goal of litigation is not to 
win f"mancial judgments but rather to force the 
property owner to take corrective action to address 
neighborhood complaints. '''Then they are faced with a 
large judgmen t, property owners are often more willing 
to work with community members to implement an 
acceptable solution. 

In San Diego County a Neighborhood Safety Team has 
been formed to provide Neigh borhood Safe Streets 
technical support to communit-y members in the 
Southern Region of San Diego Count;' (National City. 
Chula "ista, Imperial Beach, Coronado, San Ysidro. 
Orav Mesa and Nestor). 

The Neighborhood Safet)' Team focuses exclusively on 
cases that involve drugs, gangs and/or chronic alcohol 
problems. To determine if a case qualifies for assistance 
call (619) 476-9100 ext. 330 or send an email to 
neighborhoodsafety@publicsu-ategies.org. 
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